#ArchivePress:
A Really Simple Solution to Archiving Blog
Content
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But the web is already being archived... isn’t it?



Blogs: New Medium: New Possibilities

mCan continue to collect ‘per object
OR

m Can develop new corpora of aggregated
content for different purposes, eqg:

m Institutional recordkeeping
m Cultural heritage themed collections
m Academic research



ArchivePress: aims & objectives

m Research ‘significant properties’ of blogs

m Develop and release open source plug-in

m Create demonstrator instances from
participating pilot institutions:

m British Library

=

=

K Digital Curation Centre
KOLN
University of Lincoln




Part I: User survey & SigProps



ArchivePress survey

m Academic Attitudes to Blogging & Blog
Archiving

m Short survey, 10 questions

m Produced data on existing practices & value, including:
m If blogs are used for academic research
® How blog content is typically digested
® Most valuable functions served by blogs
m Most valuable elements/parts of blogs
m Measures currently used to archive content

® Which elements/parts of blogs that blog archiving
applications should capture



Posts!




AP Survey:
What elements should blog archiving app capture?
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Significant properties (first round)

m Content
m Posts, Comments, Embedded objects,

m Context

m Blog title & URL; Primary authors; Author profiles; Content dates,
Tags, Categories

m Structure
m Post IDs, Comment IDs, Component relationships

= Rendering
m Text formatting

m Behaviour
m Hyperlinks
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Part lI: Technical Details

15



“Use the Feeds...”

CC:BY-NC-SA
http://www.flickr.com/christop/134550576/
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AP1 Demonstrator: The DCC collection
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Next steps

m AP2: the UKOLN collection (underway)

m Harvesting comments
m Resolving rendering & configuration issues from AP1

m Clarifying differences of Atom & RSS feeds

m |D core set of metadata req’'ments

m Enabling administrators to add new categories
m [nvolving participants in validation exercises

m Producing installation & config guides
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Conclusions (so far)

® Our premise and approach is valid!

m Greater variations in feed content than
expected

m Configuration is tricky: must make it easier

m Development of new tools to respond to
changes in the web are essential
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Your input is welcome —

Website: http://archivepress.ulcc.ac.uk/

Twitter: @archivepress

Thank Youl!
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